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Executive Summary

There are over 4 million children in
secondary schools in the United
Kingdom?

The University of Central Lancashire
(2002) estimate that there are 100,00
children missing from education®

NACRO estimate 51,000

Government say it will be impossible to
know the real figure until there is a
unique identification number for every
child is fully implemented

100,000 children run away from home
every year®

Nearly 17,000 runaways end up sleeping
rough, putting themselves at risk of
violence and sexual assault®

In 2005/6 there were over 215,000
persistent absentees in maintained
secondary schools '°

There were 288,040 secondary fixed term
exclusions in the UK secondary
population in 2005

The number of home educated children
in England is not known '2

Education Otherwise estimate the
number to be in the region of 87,000 '3

Home educators believe the real figure
may be as high as 170,000

The DfES estimate 40,000 ',

The proportion of 16-18 year-olds not in
education, employment or training
(NEETs) was estimated to be 220,000 at
the end of 2005 and is increasing '®
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Defining marginalised young people

Responsibility and Accountability

20th April 2007

“We were briefly in correspondence a
year ago. My son, now nearly 14 is still
having no education and facing
permanent exclusion”

19th February 2007

“| suggested she [EWO] ask the school to
refer her and she replied she has but
they have refused as there is a cost
involved.”

7th November 2006

“l am a deputy head in a state secondary
school. We have four students in year 11
who do not come to school”

19th April 2006
“My daughter has not been attending
school for almost a year”

15% of children were living in
working-age households in the UK
where no one was working '®

In 2005/6 3.8 million children were in
poverty in homes on less than 50% of
average income including housing
costs '’

Unicef report that the United Kingdon is
bottom of the league tables in its
assessment of child well-being in 21
industrialised nations '®
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Does Every Child Matter?
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16th January 2007

Hope you can give me some advice - |
went today to visit one of our traveller
girls who is refusing to go to school and
she is keen to do Not school and here is
my problem - | am seeing the school next
week and my sources tell me that the
school is probably not keen to fund the
idea. Any ideas on how to approach the
school?

26th June 2006

I have a 13 year old niece who has not
been to school since September 2005.
She has recently tried and failed on a
package to get her back to her old
school. She is absolutely against
returning to school - any school.
Currently she is being seen by the Child
and Adolescent Mental Health Team.

24th March 2006

My 15 year old son has not been to
school since September 2005.(The cause
we think is phobic/emotional, and he is
regularly seeing a Psychotherapist)

| am very concerned that my son may
miss out on obtaining the qualifications
he is capable of, because he is not
attending school or being educated.

Progress in the numbers reaching
‘headline’ standards at age 11 and 16
diverts attention from the failure to
improve outcomes for the quarter of
19-year-olds who fail to reach a
minimum educational standard. Since
these people face the highest risk of
poverty in adult life, one of the major
causes of future poverty is not being
addressed.?'

The Princess Royal trust for carers (2007)
estimate that 175,000 young people are
carers, but no official statistics are
collected




Emerging Models

11th January 2007

“school as not offered any alternatives
for my daughter despite a two year
absence”

24th April 2006

“My son Marcus is 14 yrs old - year 9 -
been out of the school system now since
November 2005 [...] School is not the
right environment for him at present. -
PLEASE HELP!"

20th March 2006

“| just wanted to write about my
daughter Samantha, since she started
school at the age of 5 she has had
problems [...] Her attendance is down to
58%. The school never seem to do
anything or instill [sic] discipline for the
bullying on my daughter and the pain
that she is going through hurts me”
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I was born in 1991 to proud parents. | spent the first five days of
my life in a cot next to my mothers bed in the hospital as she
was so ill. My father wasn't much help. He used to sit around the
house making plans to get a job and when he did get a job he
would moan all night. My mum worked at 2 jobs to look after
me. My mum left my dad. We moved in with my grandma which
made the house cramped but | loved it.

| went to primary school and enjoyed it! | loved doing the work
and seeing my friends. | thought my new secondary school was
great and | was enjoying going everyday. | was in the top sets
for all my lessons.

By year 9 | wasn't enjoying school life, people had changed and
were not nice. The girls at school used to make up stories about
me. When | walked past them they would push me, throw
things at me and call me horrible names. | started to be late for
school and not wanting to go. | used to tell my mum | was ill in
the mornings. | hated it more and more and it came to the point
were | was refusing to go to school. | would cry all night.

My mum went to school and told my head of year. She just
shrugged her shoulders and simply said: ‘give it time they - the
bullies - will move on to someone else soon". By this time the
girls were writing horrible things about me on web sites on
the internet.

My mum went to the doctor who referred me to a lady at the
hospital. After all the tears and feeling upset went | began to
get angry! | was angry at everything and everyone, even mum.
The doctor gave me tablets to take and they helped with my
panic attacks. By this time | wasn't going to school at all and |
was determined to never go back. We had a meeting and the
school told me to either come back or find another school. |
didn't want to do either as | wasn't strong enough to put my
self in a position of going to another school and being brave
about meeting other people. So | started Notschool.net and it
took a big weight off my shoulders

I have no worries now, and i am getting better and have gained
a lot of qualification. | am a stronger person and now | know
who | am!

The young person was placed on Notschool.net from February 2006
until May 2007 when the school withdrew funding. Inclusion Trust
has remained committed to this young person by supporting her
continued access to Notschool.net
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